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to recognize their skill, their creativity, their
dedication. There are so many ways in which
we can now say, nobody does it better. Amer-
ica’s veterans are leaders and winners, and
they can help America to compete and win.
But they must be given the opportunity to
serve and to work.

As we reflect on the challenges that these
veterans have met so successfully in the re-
cent and in the distant past, my fellow Ameri-
cans, let us today rededicate ourselves to
meet the new challenges we face today. Be-
cause of the work of our veterans, our Nation
remains the world’s strongest force for peace
and freedom, for democracy and prosperity.
And the world is moving in our direction.

We can be very thankful that on this Veter-
ans Day, for the first time since the dawn
of the nuclear era, there are no Russian mis-
siles pointed at the children of the United
States. We can be thankful for that.

But as the painful events of recent days
have reminded us, the forces of darkness and
division have not been destroyed. Threats
like the proliferation of weapons of mass de-
struction; violence rooted in ethnic, religious,
and racial hatred; organized crime and drug
trafficking; and especially terrorism call upon
us to respond. Just as our veterans faced
down the threats of a previous era, so now
we must confront these challenges of this
time. Just as Congress and the President join
in bipartisan spirit over the last 50 years to
protect our Nation’s security, so we must join
today.

I am proud of the work our military is
doing in the fight to keep illegal drugs out
of America and the fight to break the terrible
drug cartels of the world. I am proud of the
work our law enforcement people have done
here at home and abroad to combat terror-
ism, from bringing terrorists to justice from
all across the world to actually stopping ter-
rorists plots in the United States before they
succeed.

But as we saw in the World Trade Center
and at Oklahoma City and as we saw so re-
cently in the tragic, tragic murder of Israel’s
great leader and military hero, Prime Min-
ister Rabin, there is more to be done. Giving
our officials the tools they need to defeat ter-
rorism is now a part of our national security
mission, just as maintaining a strong national

defense is. This matter must be beyond
party. All of us must rise to the challenge
to meet it.

As we close this commemoration of World
War II, let me thank again General
Kicklighter and all those who helped to make
it possible and let me urge all of us to sum-
mon the spirit that joined that generation
that stood together and cared for one an-
other. The ideas they fought for are now ours
to sustain. The dreams they defended are
now ours to guarantee. In war they crossed
racial and religious, sectional and social divi-
sions to become one force for freedom.

Now, in a world where lives are literally
being torn apart all over the globe by those
very divisions, let us again lead by the power
of example. Let us remember their example.
Let us live our motto, E Pluribus Unum, from
many, one. Let us grow strong together, not
be divided and weakened. Let us find that
common ground for which so many have
fought and died.

On this hillside of honor and respects, let
us once again humbly thank our veterans for
answering the call to duty for what they did
in times of crisis and war and what they did
to preserve the peace. Let us remain ever
grateful for all they have done. And for what
we owe them, let us never be forgetful. We
must and we will meet our obligations and
secure our future if we remember all of that.
My fellow Americans, that is our mission, and
we must fulfill it.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:44 a.m. at the
Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington National
Cemetery. In his remarks, he referred to Maj.
Gen. Robert Foley, USA, commanding general,
Military District of Washington; Joseph Liwack,
commander, Polish Legion of American Veterans;
and General C.M. Kicklighter, chairman, 50th An-
niversary of World War II Commemorative Com-
mittee.

Teleconference Remarks With
World War II Veterans
November 11, 1995

The President. Hello. Grace?
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Ms. Ellen Grace Forgey. Yes, this is
Grace Forgey.

The President. Carl Crabtree? Are you
there?

Ms. Forgey. This is Grace Forgey. Hello?
Carl Crabtree. Yes, sir.
The President. Yes, I hear you, Grace.
Ms. Forgey. Oh, Mr. President?
The President. Yes. And is William

Frizzell there?
William Frizzell. Yes.
The President. And John Byrnes?
John Byrnes. Yes, Mr. President. John

Byrnes of New York City.
The President. Well, you’re all on the

line, and you sound like you’re next door.
Ms. Forgey. That’s the wonderful tele-

phone company. There’s one thing that
we’re——

Mr. Frizzell. We’re on the line, and you
can get us.

The President. That’s great. Well, I’m just
calling to wish all of you a happy Veterans
Day and to say to you and veterans like you
in the hospitals all across our country that
we’re thinking about you, we’re pulling for
you, and we’re very excited about these
phones in your room now, thanks to the PT
Phone Home project.

Ms. Forgey. Yes, it’s wonderful.
The President. And I’m here with Frank

Dosio, who came up with the idea, and also
with the leaders of the groups that imple-
mented it, the Communications Workers of
America, the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, Bell Atlantic, and Nynex
Corporation and the Telephone Pioneers of
America. They have done a wonderful job,
and they have saved our Government literally
millions and millions of dollars because of
the volunteer work and the contributions
they have made to make this opportunity
available to all of you.

Ms. Forgey. And I want to say that it’s
made life——

Mr. Frizzell. Well, I put in 4 years—
something.

Ms. Forgey. It’s made life at the veterans
hospital the last word, you know, in contact
with the outside. It’s wonderful. The hospital
is wonderful.

The President. Well, I’m very glad, and
I know you’re grateful to all of these folks

that are here. That’s why I wanted to tell
you they were here.

Ms. Forgey. I certainly am.
Mr. Byrnes. It’s a blessing, Mr. President,

it really is.
Ms. Forgey. Yes. You should be very

proud of your employees.
The President. You know, within an hour

I’m going to leave the White House here and
go dedicate the memorial to the veterans
who fought in World War II 50 years ago.

Ms. Forgey. That’s me.
The President. That will join the similar

tributes to the Korean war and the Vietnam
war veterans that we have on the Mall in
Washington. I know that three of you, I be-
lieve, were in World War II. Grace, you were
a nurse. Isn’t that right?

Ms. Forgey. That’s right, yes.
The President. And I think you have a

son in the—and a grandson in the Army now.
Ms. Forgey. My grandson’s in the Army,

yes.
The President. Where is he?
Ms. Forgey. Fort Riley, Texas. Where is

it?
The President. Kansas.
Ms. Forgey. That’s right. I don’t know one

State from the other. It’s wonderful to talk
to you. How nice of you to do this.

The President. Thank you.
Ms. Forgey. It makes you feel like you

belong to the right country.
The President. Mr. Frizzell? You’re from

Chillicothe, Ohio?
Mr. Frizzell. No, I’m from Columbus,

Ohio.
The President. Oh, you’re at Chillicothe?
Mr. Frizzell. I’m at Chillicothe.
The President. Yes. I visited that commu-

nity once, and I went running around the
city park. It was three degrees.

Mr. Frizzell. Yes.
The President. They thought I needed a

mental examination for doing it, but it was
a great morning. [Laughter]

Mr. Frizzell. I walked over to the nine
building, and ended up in the 31 building,
and I’ll never tell you how in the hell I did
that.

The President. You were at Pearl Harbor,
weren’t you?

Mr. Frizzell. Yes.
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Ms. Forgey. My husband was at Pearl
Harbor.

Mr. Frizzell. Camp Cameron—about a
mile and a half from Pearl Harbor.

The President. Well, good for you.
Mr. Byrnes?
Mr. Byrnes. Yes, sir.
The President. You were in the Navy in

World War II, isn’t that right?
Mr. Byrnes. U.S.S. Alaska, CV–1. The

best battleship the United States Navy ever
had.

The President. Otherwise, you don’t have
strong feelings about it. [Laughter]

Mr. Byrnes. No, I—a little more than
strong, sir.

The President. And you were at Iwo Jima,
weren’t you?

Mr. Byrnes. Iwo Jima, Okinawa, Japan,
all through the Pacific.

The President. Well, we thank you for
what you did.

Mr. Byrnes. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Mr. Crabtree?
Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.
The President. You were in—I’m told

that you were in the military police.
Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.
The President. I wonder if that means you

still have the power to arrest the rest of us
if we don’t behave. [Laughter]

You were on duty in Japan?
Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.
The President. After the war, right?
Mr. Crabtree. Yes, sir.
The President. I’m grateful to all of you,

and I hope the VA has taken good care of
you.

Ms. Forgey. It has.
The President. I wish you the best of

health. We’re doing everything we can to try
to preserve the quality of health care in the
veterans’ network, and it’s for people like
you. We know on this Veterans Day that we
owe our freedom to people like you who have
served our country, and I just wanted to say
how grateful I am to you for your service
and how grateful I am to all of these people
who are here with me for providing this PT
Phone Home project. We’re expanding it just
as rapidly as we can, and I look forward to
the day when every veteran like you in every
hospital in this country has access to it.

Ms. Forgey. It’s wonderful. They did a
wonderful job.

The President. I hope you’ll all have a
good day. Grace and Carl and William and
John, you have a wonderful day, and know
that we’re all thinking about you.

Mr. Byrnes. Thank you, Mr. President.
Ms. Forgey. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. God bless you.
Mr. Frizzell. God bless you, and you have

a wonderful day, too.
The President. We’ll do it.
Ms. Forgey. Take care of yourself.
Mr. Byrnes. Have a good Thanksgiving

and a good Christmas.
The President. Thank you. Bye-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks
he referred to Frank Dosio, coordinator, PT
Phone Home.

Remarks in a Telephone
Conversation With Gaetano Maggio
November 11, 1995

The President. Hello.
Mr. Maggio. Hello, Mr. President.
The President. Mr. Maggio?
Mr. Maggio. Yes, sir.
The President. Happy birthday.
Mr. Maggio. Thank you, sir.
The President. I heard you’re in Tampa

with a big group of family members and
friends.

Mr. Maggio. Right. That’s my home in
Tampa. Been in Tampa—my home since
1903.

The President. That’s great. And this is
your actual birthday, on this Veterans Day,
is that right?

Mr. Maggio. Actual birthday, November
the 11th at 11 o’clock at night.

The President. That’s amazing. And you
were among the first group of people from
Tampa to volunteer for World War I, weren’t
you?

Mr. Maggio. Yes, sir. I sure did.
The President. Well, I really appreciate

you.
Mr. Maggio. Thank you.
The President. I appreciate you and—do

you have all your children there?
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